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· 2009/2010 School Calendar  
· June Hot Lunch Menu 
· College for Kids Flyer 
· Sports Permission Slip (Grs. 4-7) 
· Sports Physical Forms (STS & CCHS) (Grs. 4-7) 
· Uniform Item Description 
· Used Uniform Sale Flyer 
· Educational Outfitters Discount Flyer 
· Amanda Vernon Bridal Shower Invitation 
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We’d like to thank all of our spring activity chairs, 
coaches and volunteers. We’d also like to thank all of you 
who had yearlong projects and are, or will be, wrapping 
them up soon. Your time, talents, and commitments have 
made another school year successful!  
 

All of our volunteers (VIPs) are important to us!  You are 
invited to attend the last school Mass to be celebrated 
in your honor on Friday, June 5, at  9:55 a.m.  
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Please join us for the our 8th Graders last school Mass and the anointing of our 7th Graders as the new school leaders on 
Friday, May 29, 2009 at 9:55 a.m.  As a result of last year’s 7th Grade Retreat goals, Junior High students were asked to 
award their peers with a special award created by our 8th graders.  Our 8th graders will be presenting these awards for 
each student after Mass.  On that day we will also show our appreciation with a special blessing for Father Jim on his 
60th birthday which is June 1.  
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The final Home and School meeting for the school year 
will be held tonight, Wednesday, May 20th, at 7:00 pm. 
in the Ministry Center Community room.  If you have not 
yet attended a meeting this 
year, please consider joining us 
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A giant thank-you to all who 
made this year’s Spring Pro-
gram such a success!  Students, 
teachers, and parents worked 
together contributing time and 
talent helping with props and 
backdrops, programs and so much more. I heard the ice 
cream was great!  You are a blessing!  ~  Mrs. Proulx 
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Reading with the STARS (St. Thomas the Apostle Reading 
Students) welcomed Ben Guez and Bryan Pounds to the 
library on Wednesday, May 6.  The players encouraged all 
students to read. They also talked about God, prayers, and 
miracles!  Ben and Bryan talked with Mrs. Petkus’        
students for career day.  They were a great team!  Go to the 
homepage of our website at www.stthomasgr.org  for a 
video of their visit.               ~ Liz Aschwege 
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Due to how late Labor Day falls this year, school will resume 
BEFORE Labor Day.  Please see attached School Calendar for 
exact start date before scheduling your vacations.  Thank you! 

PIECES 

 
  THE PEACEMAKER...  
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Thanks to all of the individuals who participated and donated to the 2009 Saint Thomas Golf Outing. It really turned out 
to be a great day!  Together, with your support, we hope to make this an even more successful event that will bring the 
community together and raise funds for important school improvements & projects. In all, we raised approximately 
$4,600. All proceeds will go to the 2009 Saint Thomas Tuition Scholarship Fund. Special thanks to Amy Jaracz,  
Dan LaVoie, Sue Ysasi, Joyce Moore, Stephanie & Owen LaVoie, David Faber, Fr. Jim and Ben Tietema. The 
day could not have been as successful without your help! Congratulations to: 

First Place Team: The Joe LaVoie team (10 under par) 
                                          50/50 Winner:  Dan Tietema  (Big Bucks!) 
 

Special thanks to the following 2009 Golf Outing Sponsors: 
 
· ACTIVA TRAVEL  

· Friends of  Dan Tietema 
· AwardsPro Trophies and Plaques- Mike & Kay Trenshaw 
· Saint Thomas Boosters- Go Hornets! 
· Compliments of Father Jim Chelich 
· West Catholic Football-Head  Coach Dan Rohn 

· B&B Beer Distributing Co . 
· The Gladney Center for Adoption 
· P. Scott Tietema Insurance- (616) 636-5396 

· Fox Honda- Joe LaVoie & Mike Lown 
· Catholic Central Rugby- Head Coach Jeff Cowdrey 

· Aulbach Concrete, Inc- George & Sharon Aulbach 

· Brann’s Steakhouse & Sports Grille- Mike and Nancy Brann 
· WWW.AMAZONRELIEF.ORG  

· Compliments of Wardrop & Wardrop, P.C.  
· John Thomas Conroy- Attorney for the needs of your family 

· Kent County Commissioner  Brandon Dillon 
· Congratulations Saint Thomas 8th Grade girls - 2009 CITY BASKETBALL CHAMPS!  

 

  “Parents are to entrust their children to those schools in which Catholic education is provided; but if they 
are unable to do this, they are bound to provide for their suitable Catholic education outside school..” 

 
~ THE REVISED CODE OF CANON LAW 1983 
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Each week Mr. Faber introduces a Spanish Phrase of the 
Week on morning announcements.  We would like to 
share these phrases with you in the event you may start 
hearing them at home. 
 

May 18-22  Estoy contento (a) (I’m happy.) 
 

May 25-29  ¡Hace calor!   (It is hot!) 
 

June 1-5   ¡Adios!    (Good Bye!) 
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Mrs. Baxter’s 2nd grade class ‘traveled around the world’ 
this year with multi-cultural studies of the continents & 
countries.  At one ‘destination’ (Sub Saharan Africa), the 
children discovered that every 30 seconds a person dies 
from a mosquito bite!  Catholic Social Justice was put 
into action when the class held an all day Read-In to raise 
money for the purchase of mosquito nets.  The Malaria 
No More Foundation will use the $570.81 the 2nd graders 
earned to purchase 57 nets.  THANK YOU 2ND GRAD-
ERS AND ALL DONORS FOR THE LOVE YOU 
SHOWED OUR BROTHERS & SISTERS IN AFRICA! 



���!���	�����

	
It was a historical year for the Student Council. They set 
out to write a constitution to govern the council’s actions 
at the beginning of the school year. After much work, dis-
cussion, deliberation and nine months of meetings the 
Saint Thomas the Apostle Student Council Constitution 
was signed into action on May 8, 2009. Congratulations! 
Please see the original document on display outside the 
school office. 
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Our teachers will soon begin forming class lists for the 2009-2010 school year.  In the past we found that parents were 
making requests simply because they felt they should.  Please understand that teachers spend many hours creating class 
lists based on student needs, teaching styles, and social interactions.  As a result, it is not necessary to make a request!  If 
you have a special reason to request a teacher for your 1st, 4th or 5th grade student(s), Teacher Request Forms are 
available in the school office.  Please reserve this request process for situations where there is a true and  specific 
need only!   
 

Request forms must be turned in NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY, MAY27th . We will attempt to honor your  
necessary requests. However, we reserve the right to make the final determinations. Class lists will be posted on Friday, 
June 26th, at noon. 
 

Next year’s teaching assignments (Grades 1, 4 & 5) as currently anticipated* are: 
 

Grade 1                                               Mrs. Lake 
Grade 1                                         Mrs. Donohue 
Grade 4                                               Mrs. VanDyke 
Grade 4                                               Mrs. Petkus 
Grade 5                                               Mrs. Pieri 
Grade 5                                               Mrs. Furtwangler 
 

*Enrollment changes are possible. As a result, the above assignments are subject to change. 
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Thank you everyone 
who helped make 
Teacher  
Appreciation Week 
successful.  The 
teachers enjoyed a 
fun-filled week 
thanks to your generosity of time and talent.   
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Please remember when shopping for school clothes for 
the 2009-2010 school year to please take the attached 
Uniform Item Description sheet with you.  If you have 
any questions, please call the school office at 458-4228 or 
bring your item(s) with tags attached to the office for ap-
proval.  Thank you! 
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The food committee for Fr. Jim's 
60th birthday party needs your 
help. We are in need of lemonade, 
either in liquid or powder form. If 
you can help, please drop it by the 
school office during school 
hours.  Thanks! 
         ~ Mary Koorndyk 
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Thank you to everyone who  
purchased baskets from the Booster 
Flower Sale.  The money will benefit  
Saint Thomas School athletes. 
                           ~ Helen Vruggink	
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Louis and Tracy Bandlow 
on the birth of their son, 

 

Trent Andrew Bandlow 
 

Born this morning, May 20th, 2009 
9 lbs.,14 oz.   and    21 1/2 inches long 

Proud Siblings:  Tara (8th) and Tyler (P4-am) 
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A professional photographer will be 
taking a class picture on Wednes-
day, June 3, on the night of gradua-
tion.  The price for each 8x10 photo 
is $10.00.  An order form went 
home with 8th grade students last 
week.  If you would like to order a 
photo, please send the completed 
form with payment to the school 
office by Friday, May 29.  Make checks payable to:  St. 
Thomas the Apostle School.  Order forms are also avail-
able in the Welcome and Information Center near the 
school entrance.  Photos will be mailed to you in June.   
Please note that the photo will be taken at 6:30 p.m. 
sharp.  Graduates are asked to be at church no later than 
6:15 p.m. on the day of graduation. 
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If you signed a Medication 
Consent Form during the 
school year and your student 
has medicine in the school of-
fice, please pick it up by the 
last day of school.  A parent or 
designated adult must pick up 
the medication.  Medication 
can not be sent home with a 

student.  The school office will be open the week of June 
8-12, 2009 between the hours of 8:30am and 12:30 pm to 
pick it up.  Unclaimed medicine cannot be carried over to 
the 2009/10 school year and will be thrown away.  Thank 
you for your help.                 ~ Sue Ysasi 
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Please remember that when 
the weather gets his warm 
to send your child to 

school with a water bottle and that they re-
member to drink from it during the day.  It 
will help keep those awful heat-induced 
headaches and “yucky feelings” away. 
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If you are a new parent or are an existing parent and still 
need to attend Virtus training, (required for all school vol-
unteers), listed below are dates, times and locations  
of upcoming Virtus training sessions: 

 

St. Pius X Parish (Grand Rapids) 
3937 Wilson Ave. SW 
Wednesday, May 27, 2009 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

Holy Trinity Parish (Comstock Park) 
1200 Alpine Church Road NW 
Thursday, September 10, 2009 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

If you plan to attend one of these sessions, and have not 
already registered, please register online as follows:   
· Go to www.virtus.org 
· Click “Registration” 
· Click “Begin the Registration Process” 
· Select Diocese of Grand Rapids as the  organization. 
· You will be required to enter a UserID and password 

(of your choice) 
· Fill out registration form 
· Choose a location  
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June 1       8th Grade Trip to Cedar Point 
 

June 2       P3 Outside Fun Day 
 

June 3 Last day for 4-year-old Preschool 
 Grade 2/B Pizza Picnic Party 
 Grade 5 Boat Trip to Grand Haven 
      7:00 p.m. 8th Graduation Mass & Ceremony 
 

June 4 Last day for 3-year-old Preschool 
 Last day for Kindergarten 
 Kindergarten Picnic at G.R. Township Park 
 

June 5 Last day for Grades 1-8 
 9:55 a.m. All School Closing Mass- 
 Thank you VIP’s 
 11:00 a.m. Dismissal 
 

June 8 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Summer Office Hours 
 

June 9 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Summer Office Hours 
 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon Used Uniform Sale 
 

June 10 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Summer Office Hours 
 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon Used Uniform Sale 
 7:00 p.m. Education Commission Meeting 
 

June 11 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Summer Office Hours 
 

June 12 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Summer Office Hours 
 Last day for School Office Hours 
 

June 22-26 Vacation Bible School 



Tara Michelle Leslie Bandlow 
Ashleigh Elizabeth Joan Baxter 
Robert Markus Beitner 
Nathan John Ferdinand Blaszak 
Alexander Christian Sebastian Choffel 
Sara Florence Catherine Den Braber 
Hannah Olivia Cecilia Fiorenzo 
Michael Anthony Gibbons 
Jeffrey Andrew Methodius Gorski 
Jack James Gould 
Kayla Leigh Thecla Herold 

           Anna Elizabeth Colette Horrigan 
            Elliott John Jeltes 
           Arthur George Jones 
           Brooke Suzanne Cecilia Knapp 
           Emily Elizabeth Louise Lambert 
           Ryan Timothy David Mangan 
           Alexander James Martino Mervenne 
           Nicholas Russell Sebastian Merriman 
           Jacob Bradley Michael Mick 
           Noah Paul James Murphy 
           Nicole SoonMee Elizabeth Poggi 
           Richard Joseph Philip Routzahn 
           Kathryn Marie Elizabeth Theriault 
           Elizabeth Katherine Marie Tieteman 
           Michelle Marie Scholastica Valente 
           Leah Paige Therese Vruggink 
           Douglas Gleason Peter Zeeff 
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This spring, through a program with Care Resources we 
have had the pleasure of hosting retired Dominican sisters 
from Marywood. The sisters join our students once per 
week at lunchtime for fun and friendship.  Our students 
enjoy their visits! 
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Friday, May 22 ~ Due to a fu-
neral, the only option for lunch 
will be the A Lunch: 
Hot Dog Bag Lunch.  Students 
will eat in their classrooms. 
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Congratulations to  
Calvin Dent who  
celebrated the  
Sacrament of First 
Eucharist!  His name 
was inadvertently 
left off the list of 
names in the last 
Pieces.  Welcome to 
God’s table, Calvin! 
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Attention Parents of 4th – 7th Grade Students & High School Students, a new Physical & Permission Slip are required 
EACH school year. 
 

Students planning on participating in the St. Thomas Athletic program during the next school 
year are required to have a ST. THOMAS SPORTS PERMISSION SLIP and a SPORTS 
PHYSICAL (showing a doctor’s clearance) dated after 4/15/09.   These forms must be on file 
with the St. Thomas Athletic Department prior to participation in any practice or 
game.  These forms will be valid for the entire 2009-20010 school year, so please fill out the 
Permission Slip for all sports that you are allowing your son/daughter to participate in. 
 

St. Thomas Boosters will be offering an opportunity for your son/daughter to have their basic 
sports physical at St. Thomas on 5/26 & 5/28.  Please see the attached letter for more details. 
Any student/athlete who does not attend these dates will need to schedule a physical with their 
doctor and have the Permission Slip and Physical forms turned in to the St. Thomas Athletic 
Department before any athletic participation. 
 

                                          ~ Louis Bandlow, Saint Thomas Athletic Director 
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A big THANKS to our head coaches (listed below) and their assistants for the 
spring sports teams!  Thank you for sharing your time and talents with our young 
men and women. 
 

5th / 6th Girl’s Soccer          Jay LaBine (Merged with St. Stephen) 
7th / 8th Girl’s Soccer          David Den Braber (Merged with St. Andrew) 
 

5th / 6th Boy’s Baseball        Brian Augustyn 
7th / 8th Boy’s Baseball        Bob Blaszak (Merged with St. Andrew) 
 

5th / 6th Girl’s Softball          Anne Bowen (Merged with I.H.M.) 
7th / 8th Girl’s Softball          Don Serba (Merged with St. Paul / St. Stephen) 
 

5th-8th Boy’s/Girl’s Track          Amy Drees 
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Sports Signups for the Fall season 
(next school year) are currently 
posted in the classrooms until Fri-
day 5/22/09.  These sign ups will 
be for 4th – 7th graders (5th – 8th 
graders next school year).   
Practices may begin as soon as 
8/10/2009. 
 
St. Thomas offers the follow-
ing fall sports opportunities: 
 
Girl’s Cross Country 
Boy’s Cross Country   
(Cross country is available for 
7th/8th grade only) 
Girl’s Volleyball  
Boy’s Football 
Girl’s Sideline Cheer 
Boy’s Soccer 
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All outstanding sports uniforms and equipment are 
to be returned to the athletic department on the dates 
of the physicals (5/26 & 5/28).  PLEASE DO NOT 
BRING YOUR UNIFORM/EQUIPMENT TO THE 
SCHOOL OFFICE, IT WILL NOT BE AC-
CEPTED.  Please make sure all uniforms are returned 
CLEAN and in reasonable condition. 
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The St. Thomas Hornet athletic program offers various athletic opportunities for our 5th-8th grade students.  Volunteer 
coaches are needed to lead these teams.  The school and Athletic Director will provide coaching guidelines.  The Athletic 
Director will make final selections of all Head Coaches. 
 

Please sign up in the school V.I.P. program and/or contact Louis Bandlow (452-8314 – home) if you are interested. 
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8th Grade Graduation— 
Wednesday, June 3rd at 7 p.m.  
(Mass followed by the graduation and reception) 
Last Day of School— 
Friday, June 5th.  Dismissal at 11 a.m.  
following the Closing Mass (9:55 a.m.) 
Summer Vacation begins on Monday, June 
8th.  School resumes on September 1. 

Have a GREAT 
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The 2009 Catholic Central Cheerleading Mini-Camp will 
be held at the CC Gymnasium – 319 Sheldon Mall SE 
Tuesday, June 9 through Thursday, June 11 from 8:30 to 
11:30 a.m.  The Catholic Central Competitive Cheer 
Team will offer a full program.  This Camp is open to 
girls entering preschool through 8th grade.  The deadline 
for registration is June 1, 2009.  Camp cost is $50 or 2 for 
$80.  Any questions, please call Sue Hickey at 534-2108 
or email cc.cheer@hotmail.com.  Registration forms can 
be found in the Welcome and Information center near the 
St. Thomas school entrance or are available at 
www.graceac.com. 
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Catholic Central is hosting a Soccer 
Camp run by Genevieve Sandner for 
the girls and John Matlak for the boys.  
You can register on-line at 
www.grcatholiccentral.org.  Registra-
tion fee is $60.  Any questions, please 
call Genevieve Sandner at 889-2653 or 
John Matlak at 364-1128. 
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New Balance will sponsor a 
quarterback and receiver camp 
on Thursday, June 11, 2009 
from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.  Fee 

is $50.  For more information contact Tim Rogers at 916-
5162 or e-mail TimRogers@grcss.org. 
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The objective behind the Summer Skills Program is to 
provide packets that are “parent friendly” which will help 
over the summer.  This packet is designed to be used in 
late July or early August to avert students from becoming 
“rusty” in regards to some of their academic skills. 
 

Order forms are available in the Welcome Center near the 
school office.  Deadline for orders is May 29th, 2009.   For 
more information, contact Tanya Maylone at 735-6012 
(Holy Spirit School) or tmaylone@hsparish.com. 
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Please consider serving as Vice President of H&S for the 
2009/2010 school year. The commitment of time can eas-
ily be fit into any schedule and the benefits to the school 
and the children are amazing. You would be actively in-
volved in the budgeting of funds for existing school pro-
grams and endeavors and would have a hand in the inte-
gral events that make St. Thomas such a wonderful and 
amazing place for our children to learn and grow. If you 
have questions and would like to learn more about this 
wonderful opportunity please contact Amy Bocian at 559-
8803 or email chadbo@comcast.net. 
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FRONT ROW:  Abby Tietema, Rayanne Pierce, Danny  
Mikolay, Miles Cuppy, Owen LaVoie 
BACK ROW:  Jeff Gorski, Nicole Poggi, RJ Routzahn,  
Madeleine Jepsen 

FRONT ROW :  Joseph Blanco, Kristen Salinas, Cory Skinner 
MIDDLE ROW:  Anna Herold, Adam Drees, Elizabeth  
Jermstad, Ethan Alfaro 
BACK ROW:  Kyle Blaszak, Brennen Rodgers, Molly Fitz-
gerald, Shannon McNeely  

FRONT ROW :  Matthew Schueler, Andrew Hess, Audrey 
Patterson 
MIDDLE ROW: Jack Domagalski, Jeremy Wolf, Tommy 
Mikolay 
BACK ROW:  Konnor Barth, Jack Walch, Christian  
Dieleman, Jacob Bocian 

FRONT ROW :  Julia LaVoie, Tim Wheeler, Madeline 
Edgerly, Robert Gould 
MIDDLE ROW:  Dylan Sykes, Anna Bockheim, Mary Claire 
Coil 
BACK ROW:  Luke Lambert, Shokhari Tate, Thomas France, 
Abby Choffel 

 

Encountering the Living God Through You 



FRONT ROW:  Lizzy VanderZee, Jordan Ziemke, Zach 
Yuncker 
MIDDLE ROW:  Maddie Lambert, Bri Spica, Emma Jensen,  
Thomas Murray, Armand Hess 
BACK ROW:  Jessica Herold, Joe Murphy, Zach Prindle, 
Noah Bosse 

FRONT ROW :  Elijah Shiel, Marie Kieras, Rory Fitzgerald,  
Nick Figueroa 
MIDDLE ROW:  Kate Hazelton, Elena VanDokkumburg, 
Aubrey Tomac 
BACK ROW: Jackson Wardrop, Liam Perdue, Ben  
Dalrymple, Lauryn Syrba    

FRONT ROW :  Kathleen Doyle, Addison LaVoie, Colin 
Tomac, Joe Trenshaw 
BACK ROW:   Kayla Herold, Rachel Syrba, Alex Mervenne, 
Elliott Jeltes 

FRONT ROW :  Emma Fiorenzo, Ben Line-Neumann, 
Maggie Kane 
MIDDLE ROW:  Elizabeth Murphy, Becca Dull, Kelli Doyle 
BACK ROW:  Julia Walsh, Thomas France, Caroline Gell 

 

Encountering the Living God Through You 


